
For the third year in a row, Catholic Charities board 
member Tom Schwein and co-captain Tom Dea have 
formed their dedicated team of rock-star cyclists to 
participate in Colorado’s 28th Annual Ride the Rockies 
tour, occurring June 8-15.

This year’s route features three scenic mountain passes, a 
trek over the highest suspension bridge in the United States, 
and a combined 20,400 vertical feet over seven days and 513 
miles.

Proudly named Team Samaritan House, this year’s ten 
participating cyclists have once again pledged to ride 
the grueling route in support of the mission of Catholic 
Charities’ Samaritan House homeless shelter, located in 
downtown Denver.

“We thought, ‘Why not ride for a cause?’” says Schwein, 
recalling the moment in 2011 when he and veteran 
teammates first envisioned dedicating their efforts to charity.

“We chose Samaritan House, and have since raised over 
$30,000 for the shelter.”

The team has grown steadily ever since, and along with it, 
the funds to champion their cause. Each rider on this year’s 
team has committed to securing as many sponsorships as 
possible from friends, family and others willing to support 
their efforts.

It’s the cause that keeps many of them going.

“I have found myself on many occasions riding beyond my 
limits,” says Tim Dea, a rider for Team Samaritan House 
since its inception.

“I have turned to God and prayerfully asked for the strength 
to continue. What has powerfully come to me is that the 
small touch of suffering that I am enduring while pedaling 
up those mountain passes pales in comparison to the 
enormous suffering and amazing resilience of those who 
receive care at Samaritan House. So, I stay in the saddle – 
and keep on cranking!”

“These kids have never had things 
that many of us take for granted,” 
says Adam. “Things like loving 
family relationships, healthy social 
interactions, financial security, a 
quality education…”

Adam and his co-teachers Tess and 
Cinthia are working hard to heal 
these wounds.

Every inch of their classroom 
design – and every single interaction 
happening within it - is done with 
one goal in mind: to help their 
students feel loved, respected and 
empowered to succeed.

“Every positive, loving, nurturing 
experience in our classroom,” says 

Adam, “is one more step towards 
showing them the right way to 
live, the right way to love, and the 
right way to be a contributing and 
meaningful member of the classroom 
and, eventually, society.”

Lessons learned in Adam’s classroom 
don’t end with the school bell, 
either. A significant portion of staff 
time is spent educating parents 
about their specific child’s needs, 
and empowering them to practice 
successful classroom behavior in their 
home environment.

Ultimately, Adam understands he 
cannot eliminate the many injustices 
threatening children today. But he 
believes that Catholic Charities’ 

Head Start program is one step in the 
right direction. 

Adam Bock recently attended the 10th 
Annual International Conference on 
Positive Behavior Support where he 
presented on Catholic Charities’ Head 
Start program.

To tour of one of our Child Care centers, 
contact David Kail at 720-377-1385. 
To learn more about this ministry, visit 
www.ccdenver.org/childcare

Team Samaritan House to 
pedal 513-mile Ride the 
Rockies tour  
All sponsorship proceeds to support 
Samaritan House homeless shelter 
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Immigration ministry gives hope
Continued from third page

● Greeley’s Guadalupe Community Center 
opened a cold-weather shelter space 
and dining hall in January with support 
from United Way and Christ Community 
Church.

● Our Feb. 16 “Beacon of Hope” Gala, 
raised $250,000 in support of Lighthouse 
Women’s Center. Thank you!

Mission Spotlights 

Continued on next page

The 2012 Team Samaritan House breaks for a photo and a breather 
atop Independence Pass.
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When: June 8-13, 2013
Where: 513 miles, from Telluride to Colorado Springs
Details: Visit www.ccdenver.org/riderockies 
 
2013 Team Roster: Tom Schwein, captain; Tom Dea, 
co-captain; Andrew Clark; Tim Dea; Tom Hatton; Dave 
Kent; Mike Marion; Tim Marion; Luke Redd; Pam Sanelli 
 
Sponsor a Cyclist: Sponsor one of our cyclists with a 
per-mile pledge.

Donate online at www.ccdenver.org/donate, or mail 
donations to: Catholic Charities, 4045 Pecos Street, 
Denver, 80211; memo checks “Ride the Rockies + 
Team Member’s Name”

Get a Tax Credit: Donations of $250 or more are 
eligible for a 25% Tax Credit.  
Visit www.ccdenver.org/eztaxcredit for details.

 
Questions: Contact Lori Kennedy at  
LKennedy@ccdenver.org or 720-377-1383 
 
Follow the Fun:  
www.facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesDenver 

Support “Team Samaritan House”

`

Samaritan House serves men, women, and children facing 
homelessness.  Beyond a place to sleep, the shelter provides 
residents with a temporary home where they can rediscover a 
path to self-sufficiency.

Each resident at Samaritan House is supported extensively 
by a case manager who helps them commit to and navigate 
a goal-oriented, 120-day plan to achieve stable income and 
housing.

“We as human beings have a responsibility to give back to 
those in need with our time, talent and our treasure,” says 
Schwein. “Team Samaritan House is fulfilling that call with 
our time (training), our talent (cycling), and our treasure 
(our sponsorships).”

Dear Friends in Christ,

These holy days of Easter give us great 
reason to rejoice!

The life of Jesus Christ– but most 
especially, His death – prove to us the 
unimaginable depth of God’s love for us. And with His 
Resurrection, comes a hope that surpasses all earthly logic.

Throughout these 50 days of Easter, we recall the Acts of the 
Apostles. We see how Christ’s resurrection sparked in them 
a hope which inspired limitless strength and courage in the 
face of severe persecution.

The April prayer intention offered by our Mother Teresa 
Prayer Society sought the renewal of this same faith 
and missionary zeal throughout the Catholic Charities 
community, and our prayers have been answered on multiple 
fronts!

As you read this season’s newsletter, I hope you see how God’s 
graces are inspiring the charitable spirit of Christ among us 
- from our dedicated staff serving on the frontlines, to our 
generous supporters in the parishes and larger community 
who advocate so passionately for our many ministries.

On this same note, I am overjoyed to announce that, 
beginning in mid-May, Mr. Larry Smith will become 
Catholic Charities’ new CEO and President. Larry comes 
to us with a wealth of valuable management and leadership 
experience, but more importantly, with an energetic spirit of 
faith and charity which truly models that of the first apostles. 

I invite you, in the weeks to come, to follow our website, 
Facebook page and other communication networks for more 
extensive introductions. In the meantime, please pray for 
Larry as he orients himself to the new position, and prepares 
to courageously lead our staff, supporters and clients in 
Christ’s missionary call to charity for the poor and those in 
need.

Sincerely,
 
 
Robert L. Scott 
Interim President & CEO

Mission Statement:

As the charitable arm of the Archdiocese of Denver, and 
inspired by God’s love and compassion, Catholic Charities 
extends the healing ministry of Jesus Christ to the poor 
and those in need.

4045 Pecos Street, Denver, CO 80211    •    (303) 742-0828    •    info@ccdenver.org    •    www.ccdenver.org

When Brent Bowen entered the Order of Preachers at St. 
Dominic Parish in Denver last summer, he did not anticipate 
working with individuals experiencing homelessness as part 
of his formation process.

Although Dominican novices like Brent have ministered to 
residents of Catholic Charities’ Samaritan House for more 
than 20 years, such an assignment was not among Brother 
Brent’s top choices. 

But after his first visit to the shelter, he says the voice of the 
risen Christ permeated his prayer.

“Brent, do you love me?”

“Yes, Lord. You know I love you,” he replied.

“Feed my sheep.”

Brother Brent reluctantly gave in and placed Samaritan 
House at the top of his list of ministerial preferences. 

This act of trust would completely alter his formation as a 
Dominican, how he views Catholic social teaching, and, 
most importantly, his concern for the poor. 

“Homeless ministry, while difficult, has allowed me to 
encounter Jesus Christ in a real and profound way,” he says. 

“Even the short amount of time I have at Samaritan House 
each week is an opportunity for me to help the homeless 
meet Jesus in an authentic way.”

Brother Brent works with the Faith-Based Initiative (FBI) 
Team, which provides spiritual support and nourishment for 
residents of Samaritan House.

He has learned that evangelization begins by walking with 
others and witnessing to the love and mercy of God – and 
the experience has enlivened his own faith. 

“Samaritan House is a wonderful place,” he says, “with 
wonderful people, where the homeless can encounter our 
living God.”

Catholic Charities is grateful for the support of the Friars at St. 
Dominic Parish and for the continuing witness and ministry of 
Dominican novices.

Becoming champions for 
children 
 
The well-being of young children stands at the heart of 
Catholic Charities’ mission. Their innocence, their simplicity, 
and their trusting vulnerability are the perfect model for how 
to love God - and each other.

Sadly, many children today still suffer from unimaginable 
injustices – crimes of abuse or neglect, or the trauma of 
poverty.  Catholic Charities’ six child care centers are 
responding to these injustices, one child at a time. 

For the past five years, Adam Bock has ministered to 3- and 
4-year-olds as a Catholic Charities Head Start teacher. His 
classroom is part of our Child Development Center, located 
in Sun Valley, widely considered one of Denver’s poorest 
neighborhoods.

“The children we serve are resilient, respectful, friendly, 
loving, and hard-working,” he boasts. 

But Adam knows the severe challenges they face.

Ride the Rockies
Continued from first page

Meet Brother Brent 
Dominican novice embraces 
assignment to serve the homeless 

President’s 
Corner

Become a Facebook Fan!  
Visit www.facebook.com/CatholicCharitiesDenver

Join our Email Network! Submit your name 
and email address to info@ccdenver.org

Continued on next page

May: The Mission homeless shelter in Fort Collins 
June: Samaritan House homeless shelter in Denver 
July: Older Adult Services (55 years and older) 
August: Regina Caeli Clinical Services, Counseling 

To join the society: 
Email your full name, preferred email address, 
mailing address, phone number and codename 
“Spring Newsletter” to prayers@ccdenver.org.            

For more information about the Prayer Society, visit 
www.ccdenver.org/prayer

 

Mother Teresa Prayer 
Society monthly intentions

Student photos like above are posted throughout the classroom to 
promote engagement and positive environment. 
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